
 
 
 

A man is waiting for his train to arrive.  Around him, people mill about the 
packed, crowded station.  Finally the train pulls up.  The teeming crowd surges 

forward to get onboard, carrying the man into the carriage. 
 

 
 

Suddenly, he notices that his right shoe is missing— it had slipped off as he was 
being jostled into the carriage.  Through the window, he sees the shoe lying on 

the platform. 
 

 
 

It was an expensive, brand new pair of shoes ! 
 

 
 

The train begins to move.  The doors have closed and the train is pulling out of 
the station. 

 

 
 

What should he do? 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

He has a few options: 
 

 
 

He could rush back out onto the platform, but he would certainly miss the train 
as it would be impossible to get back on board. 

 

 
 

He could shout at someone through the open window to pick up his shoe and 
throw it back to him, but it was doubtful he could make himself heard above the 

din. 
 

 
 

He could look for the conductor to stop the train, although it was unlikely he 
would disrupt the train service for a pair of shoes. 

 

 
 

He could— sadly— come to terms with losing one side of his expensive, brand 
new shoes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

What did he do? 
 

 
 

He quickly took off his other, remaining shoe, and with careful aim, threw it out 
the window to land near where his other shoe was lying on the platform. 

 

 
 

Just one side of a pair of shoes would have been useless to either himself, or the 
person who would find his left-behind shoe. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What would you have done? 
 

 
 
 
 

 


